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From The

Dear Parents and Friends of St. Jude of the Lake School,

JUNE 2011

We have completed our final days of school. With our cooler weather, it
hardly seemed like the end of school. The last few weeks were filled with many
great events and special activities to make it a fun and special time for all. It trul
has been an exciting time at St. Jude of the Lake School!

As we end this year, | want to first thank you all for the support and prayers
you have given in my first year as principal. The school has gone through mar
changes over the last few years. This year began with change as well. Besides a r
principal, we had work ahead on our goals from the MNSAA Accreditation visit
and strategic plan. These goals included: seeking ways to increase enrollment, ci
ating a technology plan, providing a variety of instructional practices to meet the
needs of all learners, continuing to enhance the middle school program, and ac
dressing the safety in the parking lot. We tackled each one of these challenges th
year. Along the way, there was much conversation, many meetings, and lots ¢
prayer as we examined the options to address the challenges. As difficult as thes
decisions can be, it was our goal to make decisions that set St. Jude of the Lal
School on its strongest foundation to move forward for the future. That has been
our priority and we believe we will begin next year with a firm footing for the fu-
ture.

| am also grateful to the parent leadership of the School Advisory Commit-
tee who participated not only in these important decisions, but also shared a leac
in our school events this year. Many members also participated in our marketing
committee and helped us design our new logo and tagidkeallenge the Mind, In-
spire the Spiritlcannot thank them enough for all of their leadership and assistance
to me. | knew | could email or call them and each parent took the time to help us
make sure the students, staff and families of St. Jude of the Lake School had t
best experience we could provide. My gratitude to you!

My thanks go to the other parents volunteedsHome and School parents,
classroom representatives, and othersvho stepped up to help our staff provide
enrichment activities or other support. Your time, talent, and treasure assisted us
in adding a new elementary science lab, improving our website with photos of chil
dren and more information for families, assisting students in need of extra help
lending a hand for field trips or classroom parties, and so much more! A school be
comes the second home for our students and famidg®u have made our school
much more like home. Thank you!!
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From Thew.Br!l Nnci

We were blessed with many successes this year and much to look forward to for next year.

As our mission states,

0St . Jude of the Lake School is a Catholic
with meeting the educational and spiritual needs of children; to provide a climate in which all stu-
dents have the opportunity to pursue their intellectual abilities, and to discover their unique gifts. It
Is through our commitment to academic excellence, worship and service to others that children
achieve a deeper awareness of their responsibil

Our commitment to assist families in meeting the educational and spiritual needs of each child is
always at the heart of everything we do. The commitment to excellence in everydayéarship,
Academics, Community, Service and Enrichntehelps drive our decisions and actions. We have
much work ahead and we begin this coming year with our new preschool program, the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate, and our Catholic Identity at the center. We have faith that God has great plans
for our community and is guiding everything we do. | look forward to the coming year and thank
God for His blessing on this past school year.

Thank you again for your commitment to St. Jude of the Lake School. We pray for a restful
and fun summer for your families. Please continue to pray for us as we work this summer to pre-

pare for next school year.

Sincerely,

Py g

Jennifer M. Cassidy, Principal
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What the Classes are Up To...

Fourth Grade - Mr. Scobba

Mr. Scobbads 4th Grade Class was very busy the
that they were a part of:

*Students created Triduum Brochures and presented them to the second

grade class.

*Students received certificates and free tickets to the Lynx or Timberwolves

for the Father of America writing contest.

*Students finished the musical Godspell and they did a terrific job!

*Students had a terrific time sleeping over at the Minnesota Zoo and they

learned about dolphins, sharks, rays, sea turtles and other creatures.

*Students had fun learning about magnetism and electricity through different

science labs.
*Students learned about different types of spiders and created their own slide-
show chil drends story and they wil!]l present

*Students celebrated the month of Mary with the May Crowning.
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What the Classes are Up To...

Science fair consumed uSlince February our students had been working on selecting a
topic, formulating a statement of the problem, researching, hypothesizing, developing an ex-
periment, and recording their resultsyou think that sounds like a lotWell, there's

more! After all of this work students then wrote an APA style lab report, created display @, Crrocedure |
boards and finally, they came to school in the evening and presented their findings to ¢ - '«"i '
of four judges. ~ =R

The judges selected 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners from each gradeTéeehames of the
winners are as follows:
6th Grade: 1st place - Daniel Wolf,2nd Place Julia Pilla angrd Place i Stephen Norlien
7th Grade: 1st Place i Michael Carroll2nd Place Marco Pirozzoli and

3rd Placei Andrew Kangas
8th Grade : 1st Placei Brian Gehring2nd Placeii Andrew Mueller and

3rd place i Bricker Ostler
Congratulations to all!!!!

On May 13, the 8th grade participated in a ropes course at Lebanon Hills Park, where the!r
attempted and succeeded in a number of different obstacles, including climbing a rock wall and
a cargo net, and two that were at least 20 feet off the ground. One was called the swings, |
where they made their way across five swings by grabbing the next one with their feet or
hands. The other was called the heebeegeebees, where they were about 20 feet off the giound
balancing on a rope with very little to hang on to. The students had a good team building
experience while encouraging each other to finish the obstacles.

/
-’
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What the Classes are Up To...

Third Grade

In third grade we took a journey to mystical lands where marvelous characters
have magical powers. In other words we studied the genre of fantasy. We used
our imaginations and makdelieve to create amazing fantasy stories. Students
began the process by developing two characters for their stories; a realistic charac-
ter and an imaginary character. Students made these characters come to life on
paper and in their imaginations. The next step was to develop the settings, both
real and fantasy. Then the students developed the plot of the story. By following
these steps before starting their stories they made a much deeper connection to
the characters and allowed them to create more amazing adventures in the story.

Through their stories we traveled to Nexsirk, Kingdom of Fairies, Picture World,
and many more fun lands. We have met Garth Vader, Alexes, Lydia \Witite
kind hearted dragon, along with many other amazing characters.

-Miss Loch

Art

As always, there were LOTS of exciting things happening in the art studio. We fin-

ished up the mosaic lamps for the spring dinner auction. They were great! The stu-

dents completed grouting their own mosaic art pieces. What a mess, but, oh what

fun!!! All of the students, 8, completed their own individual mosaics pieces, somg

made them out of cut out paper and others with glass, adhesive and grout. Manyjof

the art pieces have already come home and others were sent home in student work

portfolios. oOPainting is
We finished the year learning about beading and bead art. The students created Just another

bead art pieces relating back to t he' \aaokkeptna Wo n
venture a few months back. Many of the students learned valuable life skills like * ., vy 6.
threading a needle and tying knots along the way.

At the end of the school year, the students decorated their own portfolios to bring
home their art work which was created over the past school year. Additionally, |
have gotten more and more suggestions about what the kids would like to learn

about and create i n the dtheirtideas reifdbulaus!'n e xt year .
-Mrs. Rolling

-Pablo Picasso
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What the Classes are Up To...

Second Grade

The second graders worked hard on preparing our annual production of Stone Soup. Only this
year, the show had a bit of spice added in! The students had their lines memorized and then
worked on putting the words together with the actions.

We had also worked on writing poetry. The class had enjoyed writing, reading, and sharing pc
ems they find and they had written. We wrote a haiku poem, a color poem, a biography poem.
name poem, a lantern, a diamante, a skinny mini poem and a lowku.
OA poem
Here is a diamante written by Will Perpich:
fire hot, smokey blazing, burning, crackling dangerous, bright, puddles, refreshing soal
dripping, raining wet, splashy water lump in the

begins with a

Here is a biography poem written by Maggie Podgorak: throato.

Maggie Mae Podgorak

smart, fun, silly, and creative

sister of horse rider Maddie -Robert Frost
Who loves chocolate, riding my horse, Dancing with the Stars, American Idol, and The

Voice Who is afraid of roller coasters, komodo dragons, and snakes Who wants to see

the rain forest, gorillas, and panda bears Resident of the green, loud, big house Maggi.

Mae Podgorak

-Mrs. Zender

’——————————————————————————\

Elementary Spanish \
|

ISaludos y bienvenidos a la clase de espafiol! (Greetings and welcome to Spanish class!)|

As part of our Cinco de Mayo festivities, the students took a look at the history of the event and
why it is celebrated. They then did a fantastic job creating artwork for the lunchroom and fol-
lowed that with a fiesta that included festive music and a delicious Mexican lunch preparefl by
Mrs. Camitsch!

Over the last weeks of school, all classes worked with vocabulary related to school and te
classroom. The students did a great job with this unit and many could quickly n&@ealif2 |
ferent objects! To help memorize these words, we played a variety of fun and effective leggning
games such &&yswatter, Eggspergnd,Smart Board Matching.

At the end of the year, the students learned how to say short phrases that describe weath%:r con-
ditions.

Finally, | have been very impressed with how quickly and well the students learned the Sidn of
the Cross, la Ave Maria (Hail Madygrades &) and la Gloria (Glory B& grades 12). I
Please ask your child to show you how well he or she can say these prayers! I
IAdi6s y hasta pronto! (Goodbye and see you soon!j Sr. Langer |

/

‘——————————————\

\——————————————————————————'
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What the Classes are Up To...

First Grade

The First Graders of St. Jude of the Lake School are quickly became experienced
writers, using technology as a valuable tool. They put their computer knowledge
to the test in a final project.

After witnessing butterflies emerge from chrysalises, the first grads
wrote Haikus to describe what they discovered about butterflies. ~
they took their poems to the computer lab to type final copies. Try
out various fonts and colors, the children typed the poems. Using
s4learning.com, they practiced bringing pictures of butterflies into
documents. Opening a word document and saving? Not a proble
this group!

Finally they shared their poetry with the second and third graders at our butte
release party ~Mrs. Green

Athletics

|
|
I
Thanks to everyone who donated items forAtdetic Departmenbasket for the I
Spring Dinner! I

A special Athank youo to all the voludnteers who
The time and commitment you have given St. Jude of the Lake is much appreciated!

We are happy to announce multiple winners of our Track and Fafldttdesign !

competition. The winners this year wefegtader Lindsey Reyes ant! §rader Mary

Mueller. Students were able to choose from two designs this year for Track and Ffeld

day. Congratulations to both winners! I

The annuaMile Runfor middle school students took place on Wednesday, Jlinét1
was a day every middle school student looked forwardMo. Greene

|
1
1
|
1
|
!
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What the Classes are Up To...

Preschool

Camping is the last theme of the year for the preschoolers and they really enjoy it. They
got to play in a tent, had a campfire and roasted marshmallows (pretend). But their favor-
ite during camping week was the live minnows in the sensory table (see picture) They
loved to watch them swim and try to catch them!

We also finished up our Alphabet. To celebrate we had an Alphabet Fest. The children
each brought in a food item that started with the first letter of their name. For example,
Sophia brought in Starburst. We also did alphabet games, read an alphabet story, watched
an alphabet movie, and made alphabet headbands (see picture).

-Miss Holly

Music \
Grades K3 were busy getting ready for our spring program. The third graders played their rel
corders, and the second graders sang about some feathered friends. The first grade and kithder-
garten classes sang about some of the things they've learned this year and will also sing a Spanish
song! The program was a great success and the children did well. [

I
The middle school students ended the year reviewing composers, picking one to write about,
and working hard on music theory. The 4th and 5th graders studied music and customs of differ-
ent eras of music. :

Fourth graders spend their last music classes singing songs about the sea, while 5th graderd

|l earned about music of the Romantic periold and

King and I." |
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What the Classes are Up To...

Middle School Language Arts

Our eighth grade memory books are finally finishdi} graduation, there were eight
chapters of memories in fourteen book3.hey were displayed at the graduation re-
ception. We finished our "book club*novels on the Holocaust and the students pre-
sented each book in their book clubs to the clas§e finished our spelling and gram-
mar curriculum with review and testingMiore than half of this class will be in advanced
placement English and composition courses entering high school. They have worked
very hard and | am proud of them.

The seventh grade published persuasive essays on topics ranging from class pets to
iPods in the classroomTheir arguments were backed with current evidence and were
very well written. We moved on to memoirs and ended the year reading a book on an
Ethiopian immigrant who graduated valedictorian from Harvard c@feBleetles and
AngelsA must read for everyone.

The sixth grade presented book reports using Prezi powerpoints and they were unbe-
lievable! We began as beginners and now are Prezi professioNdsfinished Lois
Lowry's book called’he Giveaind had incredible discussions on security vs. freedom,
personal responsibility and God's plan for all of tiiey were a very engaged group

and so fun to teach! -Mrs. Soucheray

Middle School Student Council

CYSTIC FIBROSIS FUNDRAISERS

The Student Council's Walk for Cystic Fibrosis on May 25th went very well!

They talked to each class about what Cystic Fibrosis is and how students can help find cure. The top
three donators in each class received a special bracelet and each grade also walked for part of the 20 laps
around the school, which equals 5 miles. A total of $593.41 was collected.

The Student Council hosted a logk for the middle school on June 3rd to raise more funds through a

student entrance fee. All the profits were donated to Declan Malone's Team Hungry Hippos.
The total amount raised from the lock in was $394.00.

WAY TO GO St. Jude of the Lake Schooll!!!
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What the Classes are Up To...

Kindergarten

Near the end of the year, the Kindergarten class went on a field trip to Tamarack Na-
ture Center located in White Bear Lake. It is a wonderful place to take field trips and
they are always expanding and adding new and updated activities. In class, we studied
Spring Birds and learned about the birds that stay all winter and which birds return for
the summer. We learned about the different kinds of beaks birds have depending on
what kind of food they eat as well as the kind of claws that they have which helps them
walk up a tree or perch on a branch. During our field trip to Tamarack Nature Center
the children went on a nature hike searching for nests, birds flying, birds singing, and
birds chasing each other. The children also pretended to be birds building nests and
searching for pretend worms to feed their young. Inside the nature center are many
hands on activities for the children to explore. Our guide also showed us a real Saw
Whet Owl. It was only about 6 inches tall. The children were very fascinated with it.
Below are some fun pictures of our trip.  -Mrs. Ringaman

7th & 8th Grade Religion

We have completed our church time lines and studies of the most influential
Popes. We continued to work with a form of prayer called Lectio Davina on
Wednesdays.We used the Gospel for our school Mass for this ancient form of
prayer. Some of the insights the students had were heart warming and even
profound. We began working on our family life series in the final weeks. We had pfe-
pared for this by discussing our family traditions and what it is we value as Catholids, as
a family, and as individualsMrs. Jensen |

|
|
I
|
I
|
|
I
I
|
I
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