
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
I write you with great JOY to announce that St. Jude of the Lake will re-open for limited public 
Masses in church beginning Tuesday, May 26! With the recent permission granted by 
Archbishop Hebda to resume public Masses while maintaining stringent protocols (see link 
below for May 20 announcement), I consulted with our parish trustees and staff and concluded 
that we will be ready to safely re-open as soon as possible.  
 
We’ll start testing our system and protocols next week for daily Masses, so that we are 
prepared for the Solemnity of Pentecost, our first weekend back on Saturday, May 30 and 
Sunday, May 31. For daily Masses (Tuesday-Friday) and weekend Masses from May 26-31, 
please sign-up using the SignUpGenius.com link that will be posted on our website and 
Facebook page at 8:00am on Monday, May 25; you may also register by calling the parish 
office. Following our re-opening weekend, registration will only be required for weekend 
Masses, and a new link will be available each week from Monday at 8:00am - Thursday at noon. 
We anticipate smaller crowds as we begin re-opening, so we will only have two weekend 
Masses: Saturday at 5:00pm and Sunday at 9:00am. This will also allow adequate time to enter 
and exit the Church and complete our thorough cleaning protocols. We will determine the 
necessity of additional weekend Masses based on the volume of returning parishioners.   
 
The 9:00am Mass on Sunday will continue to be live-streamed on Facebook, and Holy Eucharist 
will be distributed to those live-streaming from home or their cars beneath the awning of 
Gather Space Door 9 for 30 minutes after Sunday Masses. This process of live-streaming will 
also continue for daily Masses, with distribution of Holy Eucharist for 15 minutes after Mass. If 
you will be receiving Holy Eucharist outside Door 9 after Mass, please wait in your cars until an 
announcement is made.      
 
Once the link to SignUpGenius.com is live, please register as a “family unit” on either the main 
floor or balcony level. A “family unit” is 4 adult-sized persons. Children under 5 may sit on laps; 
it is our preference to have all families who live in the same household sit together. Our cry 
room is available for a large family. Please note the following: 
 

• Pre-Registration is required for all weekend Masses (and daily Masses between May 26-
29). 

• Masks are REQUIRED for entry into our church space to ensure the safety of anyone 
who would like to attend Mass. On behalf of our vulnerable parishioners, thank you for 
complying! 

• Arrive 15-20 minutes early to be seated. 
• Enter through Door 9 (Gather Space) from the back parking lot.  
• Check-in with the Greeter to find your name.  
• Ushers will show you where to sit. 
• Registration will end on Thursday at noon 

 



Thank you for your support helping us accomplish this very detailed plan; we’re excited to see 
you back at St. Jude of the Lake! 
 
God Love You! 
 
Fr. Chad VanHoose 
Pastor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Archdiocese released a comprehensive plan for how parishes can safely reopen for public 
Mass during Phase II (limited re-opening of churches for public liturgy) beginning May 26. That 
plan can be accessed at https://www.stjudeofthelake.org/news-events/. Below, I have 
reproduced some important highlights from the directives - please read them carefully, so that 
you can help us protect everyone’s spiritual and physical health. It will take a village to make 
these adjustments, but I’m confident these little inconveniences are worth bearing in order 
celebrate public Mass as a parish community during the continued pandemic. Thank you in 
advance!  

• The dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass will continue until further 
notice. 

• Public Masses in churches will be allowed in smaller groups limited to no more than 1/3 
of the seating capacity of the Church while maintaining proper social distancing of 6 ft.  

• Those over age 65 are strongly encouraged not to attend. The decision will be left to 
individual discretion.  

• Anyone showing any symptoms of sickness, or anyone who has a household member 
who is sick or showing symptoms of sickness should not come to church. 

• All the faithful should continue to follow hygienic practices at home: wash hands often, 
avoid touching the face, cover coughs and sneezes, etc.  

• It is recommended to use the restroom at home before coming to church.  
• Everyone will enter and exit through Door 9 (Gathering Space entrance) from the back-

parking lot.  
• Mass will be simpler:  

o Congregational singing will be temporarily discontinued, since singing expels 
many more respiratory particles than speaking does. We will still have a soloist 
and pianist. 

o Reduced altar server roles.  
• Face masks are REQUIRED for all assembly members (but not for those under age two, 

according to the CDC, since it may put them at risk of suffocation).  
• Please bring personal hand sanitizer to use in your pew prior to receiving Holy 

Communion. 

https://www.stjudeofthelake.org/news-events/


• I will distribute Holy Communion at the conclusion of Mass rather than at the usual time 
– this will allow parishioners to exit the building and maintain an orderly procession.  

• The faithful are recommended to receive Holy Communion in the hand.  
• Bulletins will be given, and Sunday envelopes collected when you exit the Church.  

 


