
 
 

 

 

Dear Parents of [potential] Confirmation students:      20 August 2020 

May the grace and peace of Our Lord Jesus Christ be with you! My name is Laura Stierman and I run the 
Confirmation program (and a few other things) here at St. Jude of the Lake. I have given part of my prayer hour 
over to my new group of Confirmation families… in hopes that you will be continually blessed as we journey 
together toward the sacrament of Confirmation. I have four items for your attention. 
 
First, this letter is going out to all families whose children were in FFF last year. If you know of an 8th grade 
family who was not in FFF last year, please drop a hint to them that they might want to send me an e-mail or 
give me a call. You have top priority for Registration; the “in-person” and remote class options may be limited. 
There will be no limit to the parent-taught option (see below). Please note you are free to delay the sacrament of 
Confirmation; the sacrament is always offered to any student in 8th grade and above each year. 

Second, our mission is to “Be Disciples. Make Disciples” and our sacramental preparation reflect that vision. 
My goal is to make the faith exciting and Holy-Spirit-filled - and give your child the tools and desire to be 
a disciple of Christ. Our theme is “A Year In the Life of the Church” and we will experience the breadth, 
width, and depth of Catholicism: Beauty. Theology. Saints. Liturgy. Spirituality. Bible. #wehaveitall 

Third, I use single-gender small-group ministry for Confirmation. We have about 40 FFF families whose 
children were in 7th grade last year and are receiving this letter. Since it is often the case that sacramental years 
swell with students, I imagine this will be a very large Confirmation class. My ideal small-group size is seven 
students per adult leader. I have three men from St. John Vianney Seminary (UST) to lead small groups for the 
boys and one mom for the young women. I need three more moms; last year we had just about double the 
number of girls (25) over boys (14). If you are interested in leading a small group, please let me know. 

Lastly, we are offering 3 ways to participate in the sacramental preparation for Confirmation: in-person, 
remote, and parent-taught. Your teen’s spiritual, emotional, and physical health are paramount for us, yet you 
will choose the option that best works for your family! Our in-class option is 3 Wednesdays per month from 
5:00 – 6:15pm. Please NOTE K-8 FFF time change. In-person class will be held in the Church with 
designated small group areas in/around Kohler Hall/Church (masks required and social distancing observed). 
These large group sessions will also be conducted through ZOOM at the same time; during the small group 
break-out sessions the ZOOM class discussions will be led by one person. The parent-taught option will use 
Matthew Kelly’s Decision Point and FORMED.org exclusively. The flat fee for any option is $150.00. 

I have two Parent Meeting options for you to ask questions and register your child: Monday, September 14 or 
21 @ 7:30pm in the Church. Registration forms and packets are only available at this meeting. If one parent 
cannot attend either night, contact me to set up an alternate meeting time during regular business hours. Please 
feel free to call me with any questions or concerns you might have. 

We continue to pray for our students and families. I look forward to working with your family this year! 

With His protection, peace, grace, and JOY! 
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